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DOUBLE ACT GOES THE

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

DISTANCE: our longest-
running production is home
and dry after a tritumphant
run! Story and picture on p.2.
Also Lines in the Sand, p. 4
Plus breaking news: funding
coup for Linskill plans, p. 3

Left: Sylvia Lambert, Dot Elliott, & Thelma
Turner as the Pidgeon Sisters in Kat among
the Pidgeons

KAT 1S FELINE GROOVY!

Cloud Nine’s community play, Kat among the Pidgeons, is set
to make fur and feathers fly! Billed as a ‘vengeful comedy’,
the full-length play emerged from ten months of workshops by
the Sixties Group, all of whom are eponymously aged, and our
Artistic Director, writer Peter Mortimer. Said Peter, who also
directs, ‘Older people become invisible, ignored by the media.’
Well no longer! Two dozen vintage volunteers are involved in
every aspect of the production, both on and back stage.
Audiences are promised fast-paced comedy, sexual intrigue
and family feuds, as the late Imelda Pidgeon’s singing sisters
find out from her bizarre bequests, that ‘Alive, she was
dangerous. Dead, she’s lethal!” All this, with music and songs,
under music directors Jane and Harry Gallagher, spells an
evening of feline and avian entertainment to warm your winter.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE ON

www.cloudninetheatre.co.uk

KAT AMONG THE

PIDGEONS
BY Peter Mortimer & the
Sixties Group
AT Saville Exchange,
North Shields
FROM MON. JAN 29TH
- SAT. FEB 3RD
AT 7.30, & Sat mat. 2.30,
£6.00, concs. £4.50
FOR TICKETS, CALL
(0191) 2523505
ON SALE NOW!

Any news, info, ideas for newsletter? Contact editor, Valerie Laws, on 01912521816/valaws@yahoo.co.uk.
For bookings, auditions or to be put on our mailing list, contact Peter Mortimer at CLOUD NINE, 5 Marden Tce,
Cullercoats, North Shields NE30 4PD or phone on 0191 2531901/email seaboy@freenetname.co.uk. 1




DOUBLE ACT - WHAT THE
CRITICS SAY

Our co-production with York Theatre Royal, Double
Act, finished its run in York and the North East. The two
plays, The Steal by Joanna Piesse, and Men, Women,
Inspectors and Dogs by Kitty Fitzgerald, were well
received by audiences and critics alike. Here are some
sample reviews - instead of tooting our own horn, let
somebody else toot it for us!

‘The Steal is a funny and poignant little piece made all
the more remarkable by the fact that it is the author’s
first play. Piesse has a fine ear for dialogue — not a
word is wasted — and she never slips into the cheap
sentimentality that so often disfigures fictional treatment
of the elderly. Ann Ridley gives a lovely performance
as Nana, maker of the best Christmas puddings on
Tyneside, and Connel and Raynor are not far behind.
The second part of this highly entertaining double bill is
in complete contrast to the first. Men, Women,
Inspectors and Dogs is a zany comedy of identities in
which the conventions of TV police drama are under-
mined by surreal humour. Men, Women, Inspectors and
Dogs is very much a farce, performed at breakneck
speed on Rachael Canning’s simple but effective

set. David Raynor (Inspector), Christopher Connel
(Cliff), Jacqueline Philips (Lizzie) and Arabella Arnott
(Tina) give it their all, in such a deliberately OTT play,
and it certainly provides Ms Ridley with a role very
different to that of Nana! Cloud Nine has an impressive
track record of supporting new work — so far it has
commissioned plays from seventeen Northern writers —
and the Studio is the perfect venue for one-act

plays. One hopes that this very enjoyable collaboration
between Cloud Nine and the Theatre Royal will be the
first of many.’

JD Atkinson, British Theatre Guide.

‘Intimately staged, these contrasting plays evoke
equally powerful responses. The Steal combines cultural
debate with moving performances from the leads; Men,
Women, Inspectors And Dogs, juxtaposes its dark tale of
sexual manipulation with an energetic and hilarious
retro cop show setting.” Metro.

‘Joanna Piesse's first play, The Steal, is a thoughtful
comedy revolving around the decision by Steve's 82-
year-old nana to take off her clothes and have her body
moulded for artist Antony Gormley's exhibition at the
Baltic.

Continued right

Above: Ann Ridley and Christopher Connel in The Steal

Continued from previous column:

‘Kitty Fitzgerald's Men, Women, Inspectors And
Dogs follows the repercussions when a seemingly-
respectable man's sexual habits come to light after
he's mugged by a rent boy while cruising. Tim
Welton directs both new plays, although the styles
couldn't be more different. The Steal lets the
dialogue do the work in a surprisingly moving,
naturalistic piece about a most unusual art theft. It
could perhaps do with a little tightening up, but is a
most promising piece. Themes from TV shows of the
60s and 70s punctuate Men, Women, Inspectors
And Dogs, which is played in a broad, artificial style
that will make you laugh or leave you cold. The cast
of five - Christopher Connel, David Raynor, Ann
Ridley, Jacqueline Phillips and Arabella Arnott -
prove their versatility by throwing themselves into
two very different sets of roles.’

Steve Pratt,Northern Echo.

A successful end to another Cloud Nine first!
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