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The Devil
Rides Again

Cloud Nine's mime play, The
Devil You Know, was out of the
stocks once more for the first
Whitley Bay Green Festival, which
took place on Saturday, 3oth
August in and around Whitley Bay
Metro station.

Devised by the director, Daniel
Carver, and the performers, Jackie
Fielding, Dylan Mortimer, Sean
Kenney and Arabella Arnott, the
difference this time was that Jackie
Fielding finally got to play the
Devil. During the Wallsend
Festival an unexpected injury
meant that Daniel took on the title
role while Jackie handled the
sound.

With only four outings thus far,
this demonic force is definitely
underexposed, and we hope to
develop the production to tour in
the Summer of 2009.

The actors do their stuff in the shopping
cenire during Walisend Festival having
been forced inside because of the heavy,
relentless rain. From left to night: Dylan
Mortimer, Arabella Amott, Sean Kenny and
Darviel Carver

Au Revoir

Valerie...

Valerie Laws has stood down as
newsletter editor after an editorial cra
which has seen the esteemed organ
become airreplacable part of Clond
Nine's make-up, and a vital conduit for
what's going on. Under Valerie's regime
the newsletter evolved considerably:
informed, irreverent, lively, and with
circulation at an all time high. Many
thanks Valerie for everything and good
Iuck in all your exciting new writing
ventures. We'd like welcome to our new
cditor, Kitty Fitzgerald whose first edition
this is, but we hope far from the Iast.

Peter Mortimer

It was a difficult task reading through

all the entries for our latest PlayDay
project, but Peter Mortimer and
Kitty Fitzgerald have now chosen the
two scripts lor this event, which takes
|)l.u ¢ at the Town Hall, Bishnp
Auckland on Sunday 23rd November.
I'he plays are: The Search, by Steve
Lambert, and Fruit, Fish and
Game by Alison Yates.

The Search is a psychological
thriller; why has the professor lived
SO |n|ll_' in such an isolated \I)u(, and
why now has The Captain come call-
ing? Fruit Fish and Game, an ofl

beat comedy is set in a greengrocers

o
&
and follows the unexpected fortunes
of the two digruntled employees,

j.u kie l'it'llling will direct the I.ﬂ(t'l',

with Neil Armstrong tackling the

tormer. Both writers are new to
Cloud Nine. The actors have yet to be
selected, and the writers will be
pr('wm clurlng the \\urL\hnppxng.

In the evening the public are invited
to view the day's work and offer
constructive thoughts on the plays
and the process,

The performance will take place
7.30 in the Town Hall, and
tickets are £4/£3.00 bookable on
01388-602610.

PlayDays are important to us all
three of the plays we hope to produce
next Spring came through this
process, They're also important to
new writers, learning the vital
process of bringing their words alive
on stage, So do come ale ng and

support t he event,

Any news, info, ideas or letters for the newsletter, and any bookings, audition queries or to be put on our mailing list,
please contact: Kitty Fitzgerald at CLOUD NINE, 5 Marden Terrace, Cullercoats, Tyne & Wear NE3JD 4PD,

T: 0191 253 1901 E:ironpress@biveyondaer.co.uk
our wob address Is: www.cloudninetheatre.co.uk




The Shock of the New

One of the most succesful ventures we've
had over the years to encourage new
writing has been the Cloud Nine PlayDay
schemes, We've now done these at South
Shields, North Shields, Whitley Bay,
Hexham, and next month at Bishop
Auckland (see page one).

Last year as part of the Hexham Writers
Festival, we chose three twenty minute
plays to be put on their feet before a live
audience.In just one day's workshopping
there’s a limit to what you can do with
three senipts, but director Jackie Fielding
worked minor miracles. All three writers
sat in and were part of the process.

In the evening there was a good and
appreciative audience, most of whom
seemed to think the plays deserved to go
on to full producion,

Which is what, (funding permitting) will
happen next Spring at The Customs House
South Shields, when under the umbrella
heading of Unreal the trio will be
produced, again directed by Jackic. This
will be the first event of our three year
New Writing Partnership with the
Customs House, In that time, the Customs
House will be putting £36,000 into new
writing projects and we shall be secking
matching funding. This is probably the
biggest amount commatted exclusively 10
new writing by the region’s playwrights
from any company in the region.

Why the title Unreal? Because, although
cach play is fairly rooted, there is also an
unreal thread in all three.

Second Most Disappointing by Alison
Carr centres on a reluctant visit 1o the
Angel of the North by a teenage girl not
totally enamoured by the step-dad who's
with her. The person who pops up on site
has an unexpected influence on their rela-
tonship. Mind Games by Joe McLaughlin
is set entirely in a gent's loo at a wedding
party, where the troubled groom bumps

Alison Carr

Mo a stranger whose relevance grows
increasingly sinister. Double Nuts by

Louise Gallagher is located within an

asylum, One female inmate dreams of
escape, but recuiting the help of an

Louise Gallagher

outsider proves not quite what we expect.
So that cach play has an ambiguity, or a
sense of something that may or may not
be real, The actual production dates will
be announced shortly.

Several plays have emerged from the
PlayDay scheme then to go on to full
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Joe McLaughlin

professional production with Clond Nine.
In 2004 we produced Influence by Paul
Buie, Spenr by Sarah Millican, and
Ambulance Chaser by Simon Moore ina
show called Threesome. Joanna Piesse’s
The Steal formed part of a double bill we
performed at York Theatre Royal in 2007
then toured. Another PlayDay piece,
Noreen Rees' Line in the Sand (2006)
may receive a future production
clsewhere.

For a relatively small outlay, PlayDays
have helped a generation of playwrights
bring themselves into the public cye.

RONALD RUMBLE talks about
how he came to play a club

committee man and magician in
BINGO! the new 60s Group play

I'd read about Cloud Nine Theatre in the
local papers and it prompted me to go
and see one of their productions at the
Saville Exchange in North Shields. Well,
what a happy bunch of campers they
were, The play, Kat among the Pidgeons,
was a very lively performance and well
received by the full house(s). So, did I fit
the criteria to become part of Cloud Nine
60s Group? Over €0, yes, well that's a
start. | attended the first workshop of the
new season at the Linskill Centre and met
this great bunch of ‘luvvies’, all ready and
willing to create the next epic play.

I was fascinated by the creative structure
and planning that went into this new
preduction, Initially characters were
created and then the outline of the
storyline was evolved. Writer, Kitty
Fitzgerald led the sessions and Anne
Orwin, who will direct the piece, sat in for

Performances of BINGO!
3-7 Nov. North Shields
Library 12.30pm free entry

9 Nov. Cullercoats Crescent
Club, doors open 7.30, incl
Bingo & Line Dancing £2.50

the first fow, They brought their vast
experience to the group, making sure
that ideas for character suggestions were
examined, enhanced, modified and even
thrown out in a bid to make an interesting
and in this case a humorous cast of
players. Once the list of characters and
setting was decided we then moved on to
the storylines. Again everyone pitched in
with ideas and we each had to present
interpretations of what a particular
character might say and do.

A kind of bonding took place and
gradually the script evolved; re-written
and added to many times in a bid to form
a free-flowing piece for stage
performance, Auditions for particular
characters was next on the list, ready for
rehearsals to start at the beginning of
October. | was hired to play Len, a club
committee man and amateur magician.
The play, Bingo! opens in early November
- 80 watch out for the fireworks!!

Some of the cast and crew of BINGO!
R Rumble alda Davld Wood, 3nd frome right, Sock row




Doyen of the acting
community on Tyneside and

long-time associate of Cloud

Nine, Harry Herring gives the
‘Bare Facts’ about recent
successes in print and on TV

When Kiuy rang and asked me to wnite a
piece for the Newslerter she saud: you've
certainly been on a roll i the last few
months, and on reflection, so | had.

First there was a meaty dramate role in
ITV's, The Royal Today. followed by
three consecutive appearances on the prime
tme }‘hﬂ}' Hidl's Bu!p. which i all
modesty were halarious. Then I was mvared
to appear in a VIZ comic photo strip. It's
still one of the top selling mags i the
world and featured me over three pages

and the front cover, as Harey Herning's
Antique Shop of Mystenes.

Next came the BBC 3 comedy, The Site,
where | played the zany character, Digby
Crickleton, who is a natunst and s never

seen weaning more than a pair of
Wellingtons! Flarry Hernng, starkers for
the world to see; if Helen Mirren and Bob
Hoskins can do it, so can L

In a 60 year carcer | thought there was
nothing | hadn’t done, bur Digby tops the
lot. Perhaps a nude calendar will be in the
shops by Chnstmas,

And finally, by the time thas s an prne, 11l
be featuring i an I'TV commeraial for the
NHS.

As they say, m our business it's aither feast
or famime. Onee more I'm on the setree
waiting for the phone to ring.....

Biff Speaks!

Biff's the name - Cloud Nine
mascot. I've possibly appeared in
more Cloud Nine productions
than anyone - a fact never
previously acknowledged. Now’s
my chance to speak.

My debut was in 2000 as
Clockman’s baby (Clockman).
Afterwards Meriel Johnston took
me home to live in her loft; the
rest of them would have
dumped me backstage. As it
was, the actors mistreated me
and gave me a lazy eye - hence
the name Biff.

I was in Comedy Bites in 2001
with Diane Legg playing my
mum. | got a lot of laughs. Meriel
got me to wear a pink shaw! as|
was supposed to be a girl. The
public was so impressed, | was
photographed for the News
Guardian, which is more than
most of you lot can say. After
this, Meriel let me live in her
spare room.

The best photo in the classy
Cloud Nine brochure (2006), is
of me. By popular demand, | was
in the rerun of Clockman, and in
2007 was on stage throughout
the Cloud Nine tenth
anniversary celebrations at
Linskill = in a snazzy new
babygro and white bonnet
(thanks Meriel). Lots of people
reckoned | stole the show.

Ask yourself, who else is allowed
to live fulltime in our office at
the Linskill Centre? No-one.
Exactly. Meriel sorted it.

| was the howling baby in The
Laughter Factory [2007) in a
sketch that bought the house
down - OK, the actors did the
actual howling, but | was the
star, and | went on tour in 2008
as Roanne’s grandson in The
Selkie, a pivotal part. In this
production (where | wore blue
pajamas) | got my clothes ironed
during the play. Pretty good.
There’s no stopping me. I've just
appeared in The Devil You Know
where | flew the width of the
stage - again beyond any actor.
I'm famous. Tynemouth Pageant
loaned me forCollingwood in
2002, and Shipwreck in 2005;
both outdoors - both bloody
freezing. | handled it though.
Professionals have to.

RIOT IV LIVERFPOOL!

RIOT transferred to the Unity Theatre Liverpool to great acclaim
fand full houses. It was staged as part of the Liverpool Arabic Arts
Festival and partly funded by UNISON. (see the piece by Frank
Hont NW UNISON organiser on page 4). Prior to the performances
Peter Mortimer and Darren Palmer ran several school workshops,
I:rom which they selected a number of students to perform as
upporting cast with the show. The deputy Ambassor for the Yemen
came up from London to see RIOT and was very impressed; there
was again talk of taking the show to the Yemen. And as it has
l;:lready been translated into Arabic by Abdul Al Shamery, you never

now!







